‘_ Z
Yolume 94, No, 157
¢ England Newspapers Ine,

the school on Thursday.
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) MARLBORQ
elling this artist her act is nothing but
smoke and mirrors is actually a compli-
ment. Spectators lucky enough to get 2
ticket to an informal dance presentation at
Marlbore College on Sunday will get to see
for themselves how reflective surfaces, light
and flowing siik can be combined to create a
tnique experience for dancers and audiences
alike. - -
The demonstration {s a result of Vermont
Performance Lab’s first residency at Mael-
boro College. The lab, founded by David Sny-
der and Sara Coffey after they moved to the .
ares from New York City in 2004, is designed -
to “connect art-making with audiences of dif-
ferent kinds,” said Coffey.

“It's really to provide artists working in
dance and music with space and an opporty-
nity to ereate new work,” she said.

For the lab's first artist-in-residence, Jody
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oke and mirrors in

Sperding, the 10-day residency is just what

she needed to prepare the dance performarice

planned for Sunday. ‘
“This is a piece I have had in my head for

_over a year," said Sperling. “The residency

has given me the opportunity to actualize this
vision,”

Sperling, working with her lighting design-
e, David Ferrd, and twe dancers, has asseni-
bled a performance based on the art of Loie
Fuller, an American daneer who enthralled
audiences from the 1890s to the 1928s with
elaborate performances utilizing silk gar-
ments and innovative lighting. The presenta-
tion on Sunday is called Roman Sketches,
combining Sperling’s choreography and
Ferri's light worl with the piano music of
Charles Griffes, who wrote music during
Fuller's heyday.

“Fuller used mirrors in one of her pieces
and used light from below,” said Sperling, T
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Marlboro College students Kelly Hayes and Lisa Natoli perform “Nightfall” from the “Roman Sketches” in the dance studio at
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Ma#lboro College students Lisa Natoli

and Kelly Hayes work with choreogra-
pher Jody Sperling at the school on
Thursday.
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Choreographer Jody Sperling demonstrates a dance move to Marlboro College student Kelly Hayes on Wednesday.
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wanted 1o use those two devices (o create a
new worle The concept is to have a setpiece
of movable mirrors, with an idea to multiply
and refract, to parse out the visible specta-
cle. With the Roman Sketches, the lighting
design is part of the initial conception of the
piece to become a synthesis of visual design,
movement and music, To be able to be that
focused and have everybody in the same
place, eating and thinking together, is won-
derful.”

For the students participating in the lab, it's

d umque opportunity to yee how profession-
als create a performance piece.

“l'o light dance, it's different from lighting a
theater,” said Kat Williams, a senior who
grew up in Marlboro. “Lighting dance is more
about the shape of the dance. The individual
dancer is less important than their move-
ments through space.”

Chris Gabriel, a student stage manager, said
he is learning “all sorts of stufl” lrom Sper
ling and Ferrl.

“Learning about the lighting and sceing how
people work together is immensely helpful,”
said the Conmecticul native, who hopes to use

his skills in New York City after he gradu
ates.

Coffey said the lab, which is not directly
related to Marlboro College, gives students
an oppartunity to work with professionals.

“The college doesn't always have the oppor-
tunity to have professional artists visil," she
said.

Eventually, said Sperling, she would like to
presen! Roman Sketches to audiences in New
York City and farthe:

Bob Audetle can be reached ar
raudette@reformer.com, or at 802) 2549-2311,
ext. 277



