& 4 the turn of the (last) century stage

Jody Sperling and her Time Lapse dance troupe are scheduled to perform at the Twe River Thoater in Red Bank on Sunday sfternoon.

Jody Sperling brings encyclopedic approach to art form

By KARYN D. COLLINS

DANCE WiiTER

Every artist soeks a way to be unigue
and different, to set themselves apart
from the rest of the crowd, Jody Sperling
has found the answer to that age-old
guest by reaching back. Way back.

Sperling, a New York-based choreog
rapher and dance scholar, has found a
niche by creating contemporary works

cmaplred by entertalnment from other
Seanturies everything from sldeshow
and trapese acts from the 10th and early

20th oconturies to solos Inspired by

"sartist Loie Fuller
Sk Fuller created an international
15 Bisensation with solos that were part light
5 ifahow, part dance, twirllng sround In
{y=iront of coloved Lights while clad in cos-
umes of hillowlng silk. Fuller, who be-
“tame a star before the great modern
dance ploneer Tsadora Duncan, consid-
iered hersoll more of & stage artist than
adancer. But her blending of movement
and stage lighting made her & ploneer.
She even Invented a way to make. her
costumes glow in the dark

“For me, Time Lapse (the name of her
oupe) Is this idea of connecting the
past and the present and creating contin-
mity. It's slso aboul showing how
much of what we're doing now is

Informed by these historical
forees,” Sperling
said.

Sperling ad
mits this {8 not

the direction
she had orlgi
nally envl.

sioned for herself
as a performer

"Oh, no. 1 was
very much a
downtown modern
dancer, a roll-on-the-
floor, physical type
dancer," she satd.

But sometintés, opportuni-
ties presont themselves.
Sperling, who had been

of

~ i

worklng as an editor on the Interna-
tonal Encyclopedia of Dance, was en
lsted to perform

a historic work

as sn oxtension

of the encyclope-
dia project.
"1 thought it would
be something like Isa-

dora Duncsan sorl of
Greel-insplred. But the
person who did the salo
said she wanted to do some-
thing inspired by Lole Ful
ler,” Sperling sald, "Tt
turned out to be this umas
ing, Incredible experience
for me. It was just 80 beantiful
and #o not what [ was expect-
ing.*
By the mid-1680s, Sperling was
creating more Fuller-inspired works
based on Sperling's research. Works
inspired by other earlicr eras also fol-
lowed.

1 staried to get inspired by all theso
cheesy things that were ballt around
stage tricks and gimmicks, those vaude
ville acts where people did all sorts of
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acrobatic tricks or did contortions,” she
sald. “1t's about more than the tricks,
though. It's also about analyzing the In-
tentlon and our fascination with watch-
ing these displays.”

Dosplte the historical linknges, Sper
ling said she is doing more than merely
re-creating history

“*The frst works [ did were re-creating
Fuller's dances based on my rescarch
and writing papers about those dances,”
Sperling sald. "But now, my approach is
very much to think of what 1 do as orlgi-
nal choreoprapher that ls inapired by
the Lole Fuller conicept.

"My works have echoes of history but
they'ré not like .looking al museum
pieces, I think they fee] contemporary,”

JODY SPERLING
TIME LAPSE DANCE _
WHIDG i pom, Sunday

WHERE: Two River Theater, 21 Bridge Ave,
Red Bank

TICHEYS: §25
INFO: (T32) 3451400
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